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Q:  What is ñnuisanceò aquatic vegetation?

A:  Any vegetation that is growing in an area where 
it is not wanted, or where it affects the aesthetic, 
ecological, recreational, or functional integrity of 
the water body 
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A. Nutrient Loading

1. Nitrogen and Phosphorus contribute 
to the growth of nuisance vegetation 
in the same way that these fertilizers 
improve the growth of lawns and 
gardens
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Source:  Thinkquest.org



B. Shallow Depths

1. The ñphotic zoneò is the area of a 
water body where plants can 
photosynthesize

2. When the photic zone extends all the 
way to the bottom of a pond or lake, 
the entire water column is an 
adequate substrate for nuisance 
plants
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C. Hot, Dry Weather

1. Hot weather contributes to lower 
dissolved oxygen levels, which makes 
it difficult for aerobic bacteria to 
consume excess nutrients and break 
down organic waste

2. During times of low precipitation, 
water bodies do not circulate and can 
become stagnant
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